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City and County of H- d, 


e 8 
R EPR ESE NTA IVI $ in Parliament, 


abb | Gentlemen, 


# 


all the worſe for coming without a 
Number of Names ( which might 
eaſi ily have been. bad) or even with- 


out any Name; ſince you are more 
concern d to conſider What is deſired of You, than 


Who deſires ; it. I ſhall nor, therefore, make any Apo- 


logy 


THIS will not, I [ hope, be receiv'd at 
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* Hee buying my Thoughts be bene l r in 1 72 


pompous Way, pteſuming You will think it full as re- 
ſpectful as the Application You will receive from ſome 

others of my Fellow-Citizens and Freeholders, in 
which I could not ym for theſe Reaſons : 


# 


uſed, We inſiſt and require, quite decent towards 
You, or fit for a Petition; the Deſign of which is 
therein declar d to be, to obtain a Free Parliament; 


which, ſurely, can no more be Free, if the Members 
are awed by their Conſtituents, than if they are in- 


fluenced bs nay other Power. a 


% ' 


Second, Br CAUSE [I thought that Petition liable 
to the Interpretation, as if either of You had been in- 
fluenc d by the Places Your Fathers held cill the Time 


of their Deaths, or are capable of being influenc'd 


thereby, ſhould You be put into any Vourſelves, which 
the Bill pers d for does not exclade You from. 


Thirdh, BECAUSE it 4 my real Opinion, That 
CT orruption does not lie ſo much in a Place, as in the 
C ircumſtances, or Heart, of the Perſon who poſſeſſerh 
it; and that a Free Parliament is more likely to be 


ſecur d by the following Means, than by a Bill for 


only limiting the Nuntber of Placemen in Parliament; 
which ſhews the aer and my Opinion t to be i in 
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ron ani. FR, You en e + 
ping reſpect to that Bill, yet I promiſe myſelf Vou 


will not fail to uſe Vour Endeavours to obtain for us 


a general Regiſter for all Mortgages throughout the 
5 Kingdom, which we ſo much expected the laſt Seſ⸗ 


To, 4 


ſions, and to get the Law againſt Bribery in Elections 27 


extended to Candidates, as well as to the EleQors, — 


By the former of theſe we ſhall have an eee : 
of knowing Who haue Eftates, and ho Jive within 
their Eſtates, which is the beſt Rule of our Choice, 


2 
. 


and the beſt, if not the only, Remedy of Cotruption 
Within Doors; as fuch Men are leſs expos d to it, 


than Men of broken Fortunes, deep in Debt, and 


dSverwhelmed with Mortgages ; — And by the latter, 

al Temptation to Corruption in thoſe who have a 
Right to elect will be cut off; ſince, if a Bribe may 
not be offered, there will be no Poſſibility of accept- 


ing it: And it will eaſily be Allowed to be hard for 
poor Men to be put under an Oath not to receive a 


Bribe, whilſt Gentlemen a are e let at Liberty | to rempe 
- them with « one; f e P Od. . 
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general, for the Candidates as well as the Electors, or 


let it be aboliſb d, and quite laid aſide, that all the 
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